Malawi holds Business Symposium
The Malawi Confederation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(MCCCI) in collaboration with the Anti-Corruption Bureau and the
Malawi chapter of Business Action Against Corruption organized a
half day business symposium on 22nd September 2011 at Mount
Soche Hotel in Blantyre, Malawi. The symposium, whose theme
was ‘The National Anti-Corruption Strategy; Key Factors and
Implications for Business Practice’ attracted participants from the
business community including the media and the general public.

A cross section of participants at the symposium

Participants at the symposium were led through discussions on the role of the private sector in implementing
the country’s anti-corruption strategy. The National Anti-Corruption Strategy (NACS) for Malawi was launched in
2008 and the business community has been tasked to fight corruption in their respective institutions through
establishment of structures and systems for corruption prevention and reporting. The MCCCI has played a big
role in consolidating efforts by various players within its membership while BAAC Malawi served as a platform
for collective engagement in the fight against corruption. The ACB has continued to provide policy guidance
relating to the cause.
Speaking at the symposium, the Chairman of MCCCI Mr. Matthews Chikankheni observed that corruption
remains one of the biggest challenges to be fought despite the country’s commitment to zero tolerance against
corruption. The Director of ACB, Mr. Alexious Nampota, bemoaned the ‘culture of silence’ in the private sector
to report corruption. He urged companies to establish ethics offices within their institutions to lead in
prevention and dealing with corruption cases, such as reporting corruption. The ACB Director further
encouraged BAAC to expand membership to Small and Medium Enterprises.
Speaking for Malawi BAAC, the Country Director of the African
institute of Corporate Citizenship Daisy Kambalame-Kalima briefed
participants on the role of BAAC as a business sector platform for
fighting corruption. She emphasized the need for members and all
participants to contribute ideas on how best BAAC can serve them.

Daisy Kambalame-Kalima – Speaking at the symposium

At the end of the symposium, participants reviewed the role of the private sector as suggested by the AntiCorruption Strategy during which they reflected on progress and ideas for new programs and strategies.

